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THE STUDY OF THE ORIGINAL TEXTS. 
By Prof. T. J. Dodd, 

Nashville, Tenn. 

Once granted that the chief duty of the preacher of the 
Gospel is the exposition of the Word of God, it follows, ' ' as 
the night the day," that preparation for the ministry should 
consist chiefly in the study of the Greek and Hebrew tongues. 
Such other courses as make up the usual curriculum of the 
Theological Schools all have their place, and a very import- 
ant one, in the preacher's qualification for the work before 
him ; but none of these can substitute a thorough acquaint- 
ance with the Word of God itself. This Word, except the 
small portion of it given in the Aramaic tongues, is found 
only in the Greek and Hebrew Scriptures. Neither King 
James's nor the Revised Version is this Word, and he whose 
studies have been confined to either of these has but a 
questionable right to consider himself as having taken the 
first real step toward a proper comprehension of the responsi- 
bilities involved in the call to preach. Such an one, in his 
expositions of the text, may present very clearly what cer- 
tain scholars have regarded and published as the Word of 
God, but he himself really knows nothing of the subject, and 
the only positive assurance he can have is his confidence in 
the accuracy of the version he uses — of which accuracy he 
makes not the slightest claim to be a competent judge. It is 
quite a serious consideration — from certain points of view — 
that thousands are filling the pulpits of the land to whom 
perhaps it has never occurred that not once in their lives 
have they expounded, or even read a single verse of the real 
Word of God ! They are dealing with the Sacred Scriptures 
as a lecturer would treat Homer or Virgil, from the professor's 
chair, who should eloquently discant from day to day upon 
passages of the Iliad or Aeneid but whose knowledge of these 
great poems had been derived only from the translations of 
Pope or Dryden, or from the notes and introductions of the 
editors. What the lecturer should say upon the subject 
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might in the main be true, but he himself could have no 
assurance to that effect, and just so soon as his hearers once 
became aware of his ignorance of the very language in which 
alone his subject matter was originally given to the world, 
they would doubt every thing he had to say except from such 
matters as they themselves had already known. "Pope is not 
Homer nor Dry den Virgil," the indignant students would ex- 
claim, and in the same way we declare that King James is not 
the Bible, and neither it nor the Revision must be the basis 
of ministerial effort to announce the will of God as revealed 
in Holy writ. 

The only escape from this conclusion is to say that all the 
preacher needs is knowledge of the leading truths of Natural 
Theology, or that but little acquaintance, and that at second 
hand, with the inspired truth will suffice for all the responsi- 
bilities of the case. 

Shall he teach the people what God has revealed for their 
instruction? If so, the Greek and Hebrew, not the English 
Bible, must be his text-book. 

Again, the preacher's obligation is to present the Word as 
he himself may understand its teachings. Not Augustine, 
Luther, Calvin, Wesley, not the decisions of Councils or 
Assemblies, are to be his authorities for the truth he would 
announce. If called of God to preach, he has a message of 
his own to proclaim among the people; that is, he must 
declare his own convictions as regards the Word revealed. 
If creeds, catechisms, commentaries, bodies of Divinity or 
the expositions of the Fathers, are to be the teachers of the 
people, let these be published in cheap form and scattered 
broadcast by the million through the world, and then both 
the Church and the world may be relieved of the expense 
and burden of a living ministry, — then the Bible itself may 
be set aside, and neither the Greek, Hebrew nor English 
texts may demand so much of the student's time or thought. 

Two corollaries, and we close : 

1 . The course of Greek and Hebrew studies in the Theo- 
logical Schools needs great enlargement, and the theologues 
(pardon the word) should be required to attain such profici- 
ency in them, that by their own independent research they 
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may derive their knowledge of revealed truth directly from 
the original sources, and not from the versions, commentaries, 
sermons of others, or from any mere authority of man. 

2. There should be more honest investigation, in the 
schools, for the discovery of what is really the truth of God, 
as distinguished from formulated creeds or other prevailing 
interpretations of the same. The theological plummet 
should be removed from the lecture-room, and it should be 
the aim of professors to teach not what the students are to 
believe, but how they are to believe concerning the oracles of 
God and their teachings. The study of the original texts 
merely for the purpose of establishing ourselves more securely 
in previously formed beliefs, — rejecting such new light as 
may not easily blend with that already shed upon the sacred 
page, — is unworthy the spirit of the profound lover of the 
Truth, and is to-day one of the most prolific sources of the 
semi-infidel disposition of large numbers of our most intelli- 
gent men. 

If theological schools are established for the purpose of 
propagating creeds as distinct from the unbiassed teachings 
of the Word of God, the sooner we dispense with them 
altogether the better. Or let us candidly announce that 
Augustine, Tunetin, Calvin, Arminius, Wesley, or the Pope, 
is our standard of sacred truth. 

Is there in the country a seminary where the pure Word of 
God is preached, and where the great fundamental principles 
of Protestantism are consistently applied in its interpretation ? 



